Annihilation by Jeff Vandermeer

Area X has claimed the lives of members of
eleven expeditions. The twelfth expedition
consisting of four women hopes to map the
terrain and collect specimens; to record all
their observations, scientific and otherwise, of
their surroundings and of one another; and, above all, to
avoid being contaminated by Area X itself.

Iron Gold by Pierce Brown 9 PIERCE
BROWN

A decade ago Darrow was the hero of the revo- 8

lution he believed would break the chains of =

the Society, and abolish the color-coded caste o)

system. But the Rising has shattered everything, o.//

and brought endless war. New foes emerge to

threaten what has been earned, and throughout the
worlds other destinies entwine with Darrow's to change
his fate forever.

[Xle) le] | Gnomon by Nick Harkaway

From the widely acclaimed author of The Gone-
Away World and Tigerman, comes a virtuosic
new novel set in a near-future, high-tech sur-
ey veillance state, that is equal parts dark comedy,

gripping detective story, and mind-bending
philosophical puzzle.

Autonomous by Annalee Newitz

Earth, 2144. When Jack, an anti-patent scientist [
turned Robin Hood-like drug pirate, begins to
leave a trail of lethal overdoses, Eliasz, a brood-
ing military agent, and his robotic partner, Pala-
din, are hot on her trail. As they race to stop
information about the sinister origins of Jack's drug from
getting out, they begin to form an uncommonly close
bond that neither of them fully understand. And underly-
ing it all is one fundamental question: Is freedom possible
in a culture where everything, even people, can be
owned?

AUTONOMOUS

- Borne by Jeff VanderMeer

Rachel, a refugee from a drowned island, lives
off of the bones of a ruined city of the future. On
one of her scavenging trips, she encounters a
giant, genetically engineered bear, a remnant of
cruel experimentation by the corrupt Compa-
ny—and nestled in its fur, a small, strange living lump she
takes home and names “Borne.” He is a creature who will
change her entire world. The author’s imagination is as
wild as ever—Rachel is involved with a drug dealer named
Wick, who processes creatures like Borne into living drugs
users can put into their bodies to recall others’ lost memo-
ries of a pre-collapse world—and the slow-burning plot is
propelled along by uneasy mysteries (what is Wick’s histo-
ry with the company, and what secrets is he hiding from
Rachel?).

Underground Airlines by Ben H Winters =

It is the present-day, and the world is as we
know it: smartphones, social networking and
Happy Meals. Save for one thing: the Civil War
never occurred. A gifted young Black man calling
himself Victor has struck a bargain with federal
law enforcement, working as a bounty hunter for the US
Marshall Service. He's got plenty of work. In this version of
America, slavery continues in four states called "the Hard
Four." On the trail of a runaway known as Jackdaw, Victor
arrives in Indianapolis knowing that something isn't right--
with the case file, with his work, and with the country it-
self. But in pursuing Jackdaw, Victor discovers secrets at
the core of the country's arrangement with the Hard Four,
secrets the government will preserve at any cost.
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American War by Omar El Akkad

An audacious and powerful debut novel: a sec-
ond American Civil War, a devastating plague,
and one family caught deep in the middle--a sto-
ry that asks what might happen if America were
to turn its most devastating policies and deadly
weapons upon itself.

The Martian by Andy Weir

“Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became
one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now,
he's sure he'll be the first person to die there.
After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his
crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark
finds himself stranded and completely alone with no way
to even signal Earth that he's alive--and even if he could
get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a
rescue could arrive.

........ 1 Seven Surrenders by Ada Palmer

It is a world in which near-instantaneous travel
from continent to continent is free to all. In which
automation now provides for everybody's basic
needs. In which nobody living can remember an
actual war. In which it is illegal for three or more
people to gather for the practice of religion--but ecumenical”
"sensayers" minister in private, one-on-one. In which gen-
dered language is archaic, and to dress as strongly male or
female is, if not exactly illegal, deeply taboo. In which nation-
ality is a fading memory, and most people identify instead
with their choice of the seven global Hives, distinguished
from one another by their different approaches to the big
questions of life. And it is a world in which, unknown to most,
the entire social order is teetering on the edge of collapse.
Because even in utopia, humans will conspire. And also be-
cause something new has arisen: Bridger, the child who can
bring inanimate objects to conscious life.
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Red Rising by Pierce Brown

Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in
the color-coded society of Mars. They spend their
lives believing they are making the surface of
Mars livable. But Darrow and his kind have been
betrayed. Darrow and Reds like him, are nothing
more than slaves to a decadent ruling class. Inspired by a
longing for justice, and driven by the memory of lost love,
Darrow sacrifices everything to infiltrate the legendary Insti-
tute, a proving ground for the dominant Gold caste, where
the next generation of humanity's overlords struggle for pow-
er. He will be forced to compete for his life and the very fu-
ture of civilization against the best and most brutal of Socie-
ty's ruling class. There, he will stop at nothing to bring down
his enemies . . . even if it means he has to become one of
them to do so.
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when they call her ogre and freak. She's used to
the names; she only wishes there was more truth
to them. If she were truly a monster, she'd be pow-

: erful enough to tear down the walls around her
until nothing remains of her world. Aster lives in the lowdeck
slums of the HSS Matilda, a space vessel organized much like
the antebellum South. For generations, Matilda has ferried
the last of humanity to a mythical Promised Land. On its way,
the ship's leaders have imposed harsh moral restrictions and
deep indignities on dark-skinned sharecroppers like Aster.
Embroiled in a grudge with a brutal overseer, Aster learns
there may be a way to improve her lot--if she's willing to sow
the seeds of civil war.



Binti by Nnedi Okorafor

& Her name is Binti, and she is the first of the Him-
| ba people ever to be offered a place at Oomza
[ University, the finest institution of higher learn-
ing in the galaxy. But to accept the offer will
mean giving up her place in her family to travel
between the stars among strangers who do not share her
ways or respect her customs. Knowledge comes at a cost,
one that Binti is willing to pay, but her journey will not be
easy. The world she seeks to enter has long warred with
the Meduse, an alien race that has become the stuff of
nightmares. Oomza University has wronged the Meduse,
and Binti's stellar travel will bring her within their deadly
reach. If Binti hopes to survive the legacy of a war not of
her making, she will need both the gifts of her people and
the wisdom enshrined within the University, itself--but
first she has to make it there, alive.

The Fifth Season by N K Jemisin

Three terrible things happen in a single day.
Essun, masquerading as an ordinary school- §
teacher in a quiet small town, comes home to £
find that her husband has brutally murdered *
their son and kidnapped their daughter. Mighty Sanze, the
empire whose innovations have been civilization's bedrock
for a thousand years, collapses as its greatest city is de-
stroyed by a madman's vengeance. And worst of all, across
the heartland of the world's sole continent, a great red rift
has been torn which spews ash enough to darken the sky
for years. Or centuries. But this is the Stillness, a land long
familiar with struggle, and where orogenes -- those who
wield the power of the earth as a weapon -- are feared far
more than the long cold night. Essun has remembered her-
self, and she will have her daughter back. She does not
care if the world falls apart around her. Essun will break it
herself, if she must, to save her daughter.

S The Power by Naomi Alderman

When a new force takes hold of the world, peo-
ple from different areas of life are forced to
cross paths in an alternate reality that gives

~ women and teenage girls immense physical
power that can cause pain and death.

A rich Nigerian boy; a foster kid whose religious parents
hide their true nature; an ambitious American politician; a
tough London girl from a tricky family. When a vital new
force takes root and flourishes, their lives converge with
devastating effect. Teenage girls and women now have
immense physical power-- they can cause agonizing pain
and even death. And everything changes ...

[NEw vork New York 2140 by Kim Stanley Robinson
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ZW 4’0 As the sea levels rose, every skyscraper in New

= York City became an island. In one apartment
l’" b building in Madison Square there is the market
METRL trader, who finds opportunities where others find
trouble. There is the detective, whose work will
never disappear. There is the internet star, and the building's
manager, and two boys who don't live there, but have no
other home. And then there are the coders, temporary resi-
dents on the roof, whose disappearance triggers a sequence
of events that threatens even the long-hidden foundations
on which the city rests.

Artemis by Andy Weir

Augmenting her limited income by smuggling
contraband to survive on the Moon's wealthy city
of Artemis, Jazz agrees to commit what seems to
be a perfect, lucrative crime, only to find herself
embroiled in a conspiracy for control of the city.

The Collapsing Empire by John Scalzi

P RE Faster than light travel is impossible--until the dis-
covery of The Flow, an extradimensional field
i available at certain points in space-time, whlch can

" The Flow, humanity spreads to |nnumerable other
worlds. Earth is forgotten. A new empire arises, the Interde-
pendency, based on the doctrine that no one human outpost
can survive without the others. It's a hedge against interstel-
lar war--and, for the empire's rulers, a system of control. But
when it's discovered that the entire Flow is moving, possibly
separating all human worlds from one another forever, a
scientist, a starship captain, and the emperox of the Interde-
pendency must race to find out what can be salvaged from
an empire on the brink of collapse.

Waking Gods by Sylvain Neuvel

WAKING
GODS

26 years ago: A girl in South Dakota falls through
the earth, then wakes up dozens of feet below 5@
ground on the palm of what seems to be a giant
metal hand. 9 years ago: She is a top-level physi-
cist leading a team of people to understand ex-
actly what that hand is, where it came from, and what it por-
tends for humanity. Today: with the remainder of the giant
robot found and assembled, every question answered about
the mysterious contraption raises two more. But the team
behind the greatest discovery of the last millennium might
be out of time when a second robot suddenly appears, loom-
ing over downtown London.
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Walkaway by Cory Doctorow

Hubert, Seth, and their ultra-rich heiress friend
Natalie are getting a little old to hang out at the
"Communist parties," techno-raveups in aban-
doned industrial spaces, full of insta-printed
drugs and toys. And Natalie was finished, years
ago, with her overcontrolling zillionaire dad. And now
that anyone can manufacture food, clothing, shelter with
equipment comparable to a computer printer, there
seems to be little reason to to stick with the world of
rules and jobs. So, like hundreds of thousands of others in
the mid-21st century, the three of them...walk away.
Mind you, it's still dangerous out there. Much of the
countryside is wrecked by climate change, and predators
are with us always. Yet when the initial pioneer walka-
ways flourish, more people join them. Then the walka-
ways discover the one thing the ultra-rich have never
been able to buy: how to beat death. Now it's war--a war
that will turn the world upside down

KAMERON
HURLEY

The Stars Are Legion by Kameron Hurley

On the outer rim of the universe, a galactic war *
has been waged for centuries upon hundreds of STARS
world-ships. But these worlds will continue to =

die through decay and constant war unless a lm
desperate plan succeeds. Anat, leader of the

Katazyrna world-ship and the most fearsome raiding force
on the Outer Rim, wants peace. To do so she offers the
hand of her daughter, Jayd, to her rival. Jayd has dreamed
about leading her mother's armies to victory her whole
life--but she has a unique ability, and that makes her lev-
erage, not a leader. As Anat convinces her to spend the
rest of her life wed to her family's greatest enemy, it is up
to Jayd's sister Zan--with no stomach for war--to lead the
cast off warriors she has banded together to victory and
rescue Jayd. But the war does not go at all as planned...

Medusa Uploaded by Emily Devenport

The Executives control Oichi's senses, her voice,
her life. Until the day they kill her. An executive
clan gives the order to shoot Oichi out of an
airlock on suspicion of being an insurgent. A
sentient Al, a Medusa unit, rescues Oichi and
begins to teach her the truth--the Executives are not who
they think they are. Oichi, officially dead and now bonded
to the Medusa unit, sees a chance to make a better life for
everyone on board. As she sets things right one assassina-
tion at a time, Oichi becomes the very insurgent the Exec-
utives feared, and in the process uncovers the shocking
truth behind the generation starship that is their home.
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